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Early Wednesday afternoon and Valaoritou Street hums with activity. 
Shoppers pass through purposefully. Cafés and restaurants spill out 
onto the pavement in typical Mediterranean fashion as city workers take 

lunch breaks and fashionable friends meet for coffee and conversation. 

A chic and charismatic pedestrianized street nestled in the heart of Kolonaki, 
Valaoritou extends from the famous Voukourestiou to Amerikis. 

Kolonaki is considered the aristocratic district of Athens, thanks to its expensive 
shopping, upscale bars, and stylish coffee shops. The inner-city suburb is named 
after the ancient column (kolonaki), standing proud in the middle of Homonym 
Square. A walk through the leafy area reveals beautiful architecture with 
towering neoclassic and modernistic buildings that lure the eye. Voukourestiou 
Street runs perpendicular to Valaoritou and fulfills its ritzy reputation, with 
major style icons like Cartier, Dolce and Gabbana, and Hermes crowding the 
street. While Valaoritou is less flashy than its neighbour, there are still unique 
treasures to be unearthed along this atmospheric pedestrian road,  that provides 
sanctuary from the relentless Athenian motorcade.

On the corner of Voukourestiou and Valaouritou is the Yellow Marshmallow (21 
Voukourestiou Str. 210 36 30 984, yellowmarshmallow@icould.com), a breezy 
children’s clothing boutique, delivering “high fashion for little people”. Browse 
through their irresistible range of sequined dresses, baby purses, and adorable 
tiny shoes where you are certain to find something to spoil the small people in 
your life. 

Across the street, also intersecting Voukourestiou, is Pentheroudakis (19 
Voukourestiou Str. 210 36 16 187, www.pentheroudakis.com), a unique Greece-
inspired jewellery shop. Family-owned (and now onto its third generation of 
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ownership), Pentheroudakis is the place to source that memorable quality piece 
to remind you of your time in Greece. The family tradition remains subtly woven 
throughout the shop displays. Sitting on one of the more colorful jewelry cases 
is a small fading photo of current proprietor Harry Pentheroudakis’ grandfather, 
the shop’s founder. In keeping with the times, Pentheroudakis have recently 
branched out from their traditional gold pieces and created their first line of 
silver jewelry for those looking for something a bit more affordable. 

A little further down the street, Jimmy’s Coffee Shop (7 Valaouritou, 210 36 10 
444) offers a warm and familiar place to take a relaxing reprieve from shopping. 
Listed as one of USA Today’s “10 best coffee shops and brunches”, Jimmy’s has 
been a Kolonaki institution since 1981. Join the locals in one of Jimmy’s cosy 
maroon leather booths, lined up opposite the bar to resemble a classic American 
diner. A common meet-up location at any time of day, Jimmy’s opens early at 
6:30 am and offers American-style breakfasts; while for lunch, you can find 
more traditional Greek specialties and delicious homemade pies. 

Weaving through the cafes and restaurants, you’ll next encounter the eye-
catching display of AlterEgo (18 Valaoritou, 210 36 46 057, www.alterego.gr), 
one of the new-breed of electronic cigarette shops popping up everywhere over 
Athens in the past year or so. This one has a futuristic atmosphere about it, 
with different species of vaporizers lit up on the walls in glowing green cases.  
AlterEgo sells e-liquid flavors with edgy names such as “Pierced” from their 
“Counter-Culture” line. Smoking remains a huge part of the Greek culture, 
and more and more Athenians are clearly testing the waters with e-cigarettes, 
searching for a healthier option. For smoking purists, who prefer a more 
traditional tobacco fix, there is a cigar and pipe store next door, specializing in 
handmade Greek pipes. (Or if you are in the smoke-free camp, head directly 
across the street where you’ll find an organic health and wellness store for all 
your healthy-living cravings!)

For a perfect close to your Kolonaki wanderings, indulge in a fine meal at Tuttitalia 
(14 Valaoritou, 210 33 89 669, www.tuttitalia.gr), an authentic and hospitable 
Italian trattoria. Here, you can sit back and enjoy delicious house-specialty pastas 
and sauces, meat dishes, risotto, pizzas and desserts prepared by a traditional 
Italian chef – accompanied by one of Tuttitalia’s  lively Italian wines.

Whether shopping for clothes, jewelry, or something special for the wee ones, 
catching up with a friend over a meal, taking a breather from the busy workday, 
or just people-watching, Valaoritou Street provides something for all. 
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